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Women  in  Post-War  Britain 

CAN  BE  PROUD  OF  OUR  WOMENFOLK.  THEY 
did  a  fine  job  in  every  way  during  the  war.  They  faced 
and  fought  air  attack,  they  manned  guns,  worked  in  the  Services, 
kept  homes  going,  brought  up  the  children,  learned  to  take  over 
from  the  men  in  industry— in  fact,  they  were  real  comrades, 
standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  as  equals  with  the  men,  to  save 
the  nation  and  beat  down  the  fascist  enemy. 

The  Communist  Party  wants  to  see  this  real  comradeship 
continued.  There  are  big  things  to  be  done,  now  that  the  war 
in  Europe  is  over.  We  will  get  them  done  all  the  sooner  with 
the  help  of  the  women. 

The  skill  and  experience  which  so  many  have  acquired  in 
the  factories  and  Services  will  be  of  very  great  value  to  the 
country.  It  is  splendid  that  great  numbers  of  women  who  went 
to  work  for  the  first  time  during  the  war,  wish  to  continue  at 
work  :  we  shall  need  all  the  labour  we  can  get  to  provide  all 
the  needs  of  the  people. 

But  it  is  essential  that  women  should  be  paid  the  same  wage 
rates  as  men  when  they  do  the  same  work.  Why  should  they 
continue  to  get  lower  pay  ?  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  proved 
during  the  war,  that,  on  the  average,  the  work  of  one  woman 
is  equal  to  that  of  one  man.  In  any  case,  a  woman  needs  as 
much  to  live  as  a  man  “  Jhe  rat^or  the  joh.iUJWJJ^do  two 
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things  :  it  will  stop  bad  employers  from  using  women  as  cheap 
labour,  to  undercut  men,  and  it  will  raise  the  standard  of  living 
of  the  whole  population. 

The  reconstruction  of  Britain  also  means  the  development 
of  happy  family  life,  and  bringing  up  healthy,  well-educated 
children. 

Women  require  greater  help  for  these  things.  Better 
houses,  with  modern  equipment,  so  that  housework  becomes 
a  pleasure.  More  and  better  nurseries  and  nursery  schools, 
where  the  youngsters  can  be  looked  after  by  trained  and  ex¬ 
perienced  women,  and  taught,  at  an  early  age,  how  to  get  on  with 
their  fellow  citizens  of  the  future.  More  and  better  schools, 
with  smaller  classes  and  improved  ways  of  teaching,  so  that 
children  of  all  families,  rich  or  poor,  can  receive  the  best  standard 
of  education.  Allowances  of  8/-  for  all  children,  and  a 
vastly  improved  Health  Service,  with  Health  Centres,  so  that 
medical  attention  becomes  available  to  all  without  charge. 

Men  can  do  a  great  deal  to  see  that  these  things  are 
provided  ;  but  they  will  get  done  all  the  better  and  quicker, 
if  the  women  themselves  attend  to  the  matter,  by  taking  part 
in  trade  union  and  political  activity. 

The  Communist  Party  wishes  to  see  more  women  playing 
a  leading  part  in  Parliament  and  Local  Government,  in  trade 
union,  Labopj^qnd  Communist  Par^and  other  organisations. 


so  that  the  country — and  the  women — can  gain  the  progressive 
improvements  which  are  so  necessary. 

This  has  been  a  terrible  war.  Twenty-two  million  people 
have  died.  Millions  of  children  are  without  parents.  It  must 
never  happen  again.  Women  have  a  vital  job  to  do,  to  prevent 
future  wars.  They  can  do  this  job  by  taking  an  equal  share 
in  the  life  of  the  nation  with  the  men  :  by  taking  part  in 
politics  ;  by  seeing  that  Conservatives  are  defeated  at  the  elec¬ 
tions  ;  by  supporting  close  friendship  with  other  democratic 
countries,  especially  our  great  comrade  and  ally,  Soviet  Russia. 

The  Communist  Party  always  has  had  confidence  in  the 
ability  of  British  women.  The  war  proved  that  this  confidence 
was  justified.  Now  the  Communist  Party  looks  forward  to  the 
years  of  peace,  in  which,  provided  the  women  use  their  great 
qualities  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  Britain  will  become  a  fine 
new  country  for  all  its  people,  and  wars  will  be  ended  for  good. 
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